
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth: “Being Church: What God has Made Us to be Together” is the name of our current sermon 
series, which has been designed to help us explore the nature of and God’s purpose for the Church. Today’s 
theme, “Hospitable” is the fifth in the series.  You will find the order of worship for today’s service on Page 4. 



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday:  
    9:00  a.m.  Traditional Worship
   10:05 a.m.  Sunday School
   11:05 a.m.  Contemporary Worship 
     5:00 p.m.  Youth
        Growth Groups
        Kids for Christ
     7:30 p.m.  College Ministry
     
Monday:
     7:00 p.m.   Boy Scouts

In Depth:  Each week, the pages of the In Action will contain updates, news and other information about 
Aldersgate’s music ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the 
Mission Field. (The Mission Field has been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of 
God outside of the church locally: McMurry University (and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie 
Elementary, Our Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy). 

All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893), if you’d like to know
    more about becoming involved in the activities on the schedule below. 

This Week:
Tuesday:
   10:30 a.m.  UMW Executive Meeting
           Noon   Ladies Luncheon 
     6:00 p.m.   Jubilee Ringers

Wednesday: 
     2:00 p.m.   Growth Groups
     6:30 p.m.   Growth Groups
     7:00 p.m.   Chancel Choir

Connections: Hospitality
   I don’t know if any of you are Chick-Fil-A fans, 
but I have a ton of friends who love those chicken 
sandwiches. However, aside from their menu, Chick-
Fil-A is doing some pretty great things regarding their 
hospitality. They recently started a new service called 
“Mom’s Valet.” Mothers (and I assume fathers are 
included too) order at the drive-thru window, park, 
and then by the time they get inside an employee 
has secured them a table, with high chairs in place 
if necessary, and is ready to serve them. This service 
started because employees noticed how difficult it is 

for young parents to wrangle all of their kids and get them fed. I think this is incredible! Employees took 
time to notice their customers, and they cared enough to do something about it. My hope is that Aldersgate 
would continue to look up, take time to notice people, and then be moved to action. I already see this 
happening on Sunday morning and throughout the week, but I think there is always room to grow more 
deeply in our love for one another. If you have noticed a way that Aldersgate can be more welcoming or 
hospitable, I would love to talk with you! Contact me at 210-849-9122 or jessica@aldersgateabilene.org. 
                                                                                                                                                                 — Jessica Watson



    The Academy is excited to announce a new partnership with Abilene Christian University. Graduate 
clinicians in the speech-language pathology training program at the ACU Center for Speech & Language 
Disorders are coming to our center to screen, evaluate and provide group and individual therapy to the 
children. We are very excited about this opportunity for early intervention with children who might need a 
little extra help. 
  Another clear advantage is the 
cooperation between the clinicians 
and our staff. This is a learning 
opportunity for the university students 
as they train for their future careers, 
and the knowledge our staff will gain is 
invaluable as well. “This is  the good stuff, 
folks,” as our pastor likes to say. 
   Also, please continue to keep our 
little Baylee Myers in your thoughts 
and prayers, and keep sending her love 
and cards as she fights cancer at Cook 
Children’s Hospital. — Carol Rogers

Academy Connection: Partnership with ACU

Children’s Ministry: What’s in the Bible?
     Do you know what the first 
five books of the Bible are 
called? How about who wrote 
those books? Or do you know 
what God’s big rescue plan is? 
Well, those are the things the 
elementary kids are learning on 
Sunday nights at Kids for Christ. 
We are doing a video series 
called What’s in the Bible? by the 
creators of Veggie Tales. It is both 
funny and informative.  One 
of the things I really like about 
this curriculum is that it teaches 
about each book in the Bible and  

how each book fits into the bigger picture of the whole Bible. We are planning to challenge the 
parents to a Bible showdown at the end of this semester to test our knowledge, and I hope they are 
up to the challenge! — Alayna Brooks
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Being Church:  What God has made us to be together...
Hospitable

Luke 7:36-50
Sermon Notes

      Our Mission: Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus

Be like Bishop Bienvenu

Practice HOSPITALITY (Romans 12 :13, Genesis 18)

ger = foreigner, sojourner, alien, stranger

Jesus, a Pharisee, and a woman…

From Fear to Persistent Practice

From Hospitable Acts to Hospitable Lives    

As a way of life, an act of love, an expression of faith, our hospitality reflects and anticipates God’s welcome. 
Simultaneously costly and wonderfully rewarding, hospitality often involves small deaths and little resurrections. By 

God’s grace we can grow more willing, more eager, to open the door to a needy neighbor, a weary sister or brother, a 
stranger in distress. Perhaps as we open the door more regularly, we will grow increasingly sensitive to the quiet knock 

of angels. In the midst of a life-giving practice, we too might catch glimpses of Jesus who asks for our 
welcome and welcomes us home.  

From Making Room by Christine Pohl p. 187



Being Church: What God has Made us to be Together ... Hospitable
Growth Group Questions 

Week 3: January 31 - February 6, 2016
1. Have you ever received a welcome that was completely unexpected or so over the top 
    that it made you say, “WOW! I wasn’t expecting that?”

2.  Do you have a friend that you would consider an “unlikely” friend because of your 
     differences? What happened to draw you to one another?

3. What one thing really grabbed your attention during this week’s sermon? Was there 
    anything new that you learned?

4. From the video, which one of Bishop Beinvenue’s characteristics do you find most 
    inspiring and compelling? How can we arrange our lives so these same transforming 
    attributes can be more regularly present in our lives?
        

(continued on reverse side)



Growth Group Questions Continued

5. When you think of the word hospitality, what most often comes to your mind? Do you 
    think of it as an essential and necessary aspect of our life with God and others? 

6. Read I Timothy 3:1-7 and Titus 1:5-9. Does it surprise you that hospitality is 
    considered on the same plane as the likes of holding firmly to the truth and being able 
    to teach? What are the implications of this?

7. Henri Nouwen wrote, “Hospitality means primarily the creation of free space where the  
    stranger can enter and become a friend instead of an enemy. Hospitality is not to 
    change people, but to offer them space where change can take place. It is not to bring 
    men and women over to our side, but to offer freedom not disturbed by dividing lines.”  
    What strikes you about this quote? Do you agree or disagree? Please explain.

8. Pastor Steve made the case that God will put people, who are very different from us  
   (the gers), in our path that He wants to bless though us. How can we help each other 
   overcome our fears of being hurt, taken advantage of, and being rejected? How can we 
   help each other be more at ease and natural in our calling to bless strangers, foreigners, 
   etc…?   



College Ministry: The Work of the People
     Have you  heard of the website The Work of the People (www.theworkofthepeople.com)? It is an “independent 
ecumenical platform that produces and publishes multimedia to stir imagination, spark discussion and move 
people toward discovery and transformation.” The site has curated an incredible collection of influential 
pastors, theologians, activists, artists and authors from around the world. I view this resource as a valuable 
tool for both personal and corporate use and would encourage you to check it out for yourself. You can 
view samples of the website without any cost or can buy a personal-use subscription for about the same 
cost as you would incur from streaming Netflix. Our freshmen student growth group, led by Carly Payne, 
will use a six-week curriculum, “Called 
to Community,” from The Work of the 
People as the basis for their weekly 
meetings. This series recognizes shifts 
within society and Christianity, and 
asks the question “What is the role of 
the church?” Our students will hear 
from voices like Richard Rohr, N.T. 
Wright, Rachel Held Evans, and Walter 
Brueggemann as they work through 
the curriculum. Knowing that these 
students will play an important role in 
the future of the Church, I sincerely hope 
the wisdom of these Church leaders will 
serve them well in their own Christian 
formation. — Kyle Watson

Youth Ministry: Spring Calendar
   Youth meets every Sunday night from 5 to 
7:30 p.m. unless specified otherwise. Here 
is our schedule for the spring semester: 
   March 13 – No Youth
   March 14-18 – Spring Break Ski Trip
   March 27 – No Youth (Easter)
   May 8 – No Youth (Mothers Day)
   May 22 – Senior Sunday
   May 29 – No Youth (Memorial Day   
                     Weekend)
    June 5 – Summer Schedule Begins
   Call or text 325-370-5223, or email Daniel 
Mathis at youth@aldersgateabilene.org 
with any questions you might have. 



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.

Prayers

Gifts 

Clay Meadows
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell
Ken Schmidt
Alice Shaw
Alice Alcala

Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Mary Gregory
Millie Speed
Sarah Doucette
Delmon Wilson

Presence                           1.24.2016

Budget for 2016 = $
Received This Week = $13,094.19
Received This Month-to-Date = $56,756.46
Received Year-to-Date = $56,756.46
2015 Faith Promise Pledge = $
2015 Faith Promise Contributions = $2,710.16

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Lou Adams
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora Langford
Bob Kuykendall
Sherli Aldridge

9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service = 225
                           11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service = 191
                                     Total Worship Service Attendance = 416
                                                   Sunday School = 188

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at N. 1st and 
Shelton, on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free 
childcare is available. For more information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.

Ministry Leaders
Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Amber Redman

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Kathryn Andrews

Custodial Services: 

     Robert Sandoval
Facebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi

In Depth: Sunday School classes are offered at 10:05 a.m. for all ages. To learn 
more about Adult Sunday School classes, call Amy Wilson Feltz at 672-7893 or 
send an e-mail to amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org.

The monthly UMW luncheon will be this Tuesday at noon. All ladies are 
invited. Lunch is free, and we will be making Valentine’s Day cards to mail  to 
our homebound. 



by Pastor Steve 
In the Word                

      Today is Faith Promise Consecration 
Sunday. All month long we have been 
focusing on the nature and purpose of the 
church as a way to remind us what God calls 
us to be. Godly, focused, united, outward, 
and hospitable are the words and biblical 

principles that we are seeking to live out here at Aldersgate and 
in our ordinary, daily lives. Trusting God to provide financial 
resources through prayerful and cheerful Jesus followers is critical 
for the mission of the church to move forward. Faith Promise Gifts 
pledged and given throughout the year go to support our mission 
beyond our walls.        
        Last year, 43 people from our community shared God’s love with 
brothers and sisters in Panama, Guatemala, Peru, and Slidell, La. 
through short-term mission trips. Friends and neighbors enjoyed 
a free meal and concert at the Open Door Community Garden. 45 
at-risk children from Bowie Elementary received a bag of food each 
Friday during the school year to help make sure they were fed over 
the weekend. Aldersgate Academy families enjoyed a Meet-the-
Teacher event to welcome them and prepare them for the school 
year. Children and youth went to camp. Six hundred families in 
Abilene received a bag of groceries during our annual Aldersgate 
Alive outreach. Numerous, needy families received aid in times of 
crisis. 
     These are just a few efforts that have been provided through funds 
that we call Faith Promise gifts. For more than 40 years, these gifts 
have been allocated to our various missional efforts by a group of 
people in our community known as the Mission Task Force, which 
meets regularly to discern God’s direction for these gifts. 
     Every year at this time, each of us is invited to ask God, 
prayerfully, “What amount of money do we trust God to provide 
for us to give toward missional efforts, over and above the amount 
that we pledged in October to give to the budget?” 
      As you reflect upon God’s work in our community through Faith 
Promise funds, please consider taking a Faith Promise Pledge Card 
and praying to God for discernment about what amount you trust 
God to give you over and above your tithe for the missional efforts 
of Aldersgate. You may drop it in the offering or bring it forward 
at the end of the service to prayerfully offer your commitment to 
the Lord.  
    For your part in God’s reconciling and redeeming work in our 
community and around the world through your generosity, trust, 
and tireless service, we say, “Thanks be to God!”

   In 2016, we are reading through 
the Bible together using the Bible 
Project reading plan that includes 
introduction videos for each book 
of the Bible and daily readings. 
They have the Bible divided into 16 
sections or chapters, all designed 
to help you get a feel for the Bible, 
Old and New Testaments, as one 
long story from creation to Christ’s 
ultimate return. We will publish the 
daily readings in the In Action each 
week. You also may find them at 
ht t p: //t hebibleprojec t .t u mbl r.
com/readscripture along with the 
suggested videos. The videos are 
available on the website or you can 
have them sent to your email inbox 
as they come up in the cycle. There 
is also an app for your smart phones.   
  Tim Mackie, one of the founders  
of the Bible Project, says, “We want 
to help you learn how to read the 
Bible as you actually read through 
the entire thing for yourself.” Let’s 
begin this journey through the bible 
together. Grace and Peace, 
—Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

Jan 31: Leviticus 5-7, Psalm 31
Feb 1: Leviticus 8-10, Psalm 32
Feb 2: Leviticus 11-13, Psalm 33
Feb 3: Leviticus 14-15, Psalm 34
Feb 4: Leviticus 16-18, Psalm 35
Feb 5: Leviticus 19-20, Psalm 36
Feb 6: Leviticus 21-23, Psalm 37

  Daily Readings

How sweet are your words to my taste, 
sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
                                            Psalm 119: 103


